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On !(b)(6),(b)(7)( l, the U.S. Departm ent of Education , New York Office for Civil Rights (OCR) 
received the above-referenced complaint you filed against Elmira College (the College). You 
alleged that the College failed to respond promptly and equitably to reports and/or incidents of 
sexual violence of which it had notice , including a report of forcible sexual assault you mad e on 
or about !(b}(6},(b}(7}(C} I; and, as a result , students, including you, were subjected to a sexually 
hostile environm ent. Base d on the informa tion 1ou provid ed in your complaint and during a 
telep hon e intervi ew with OCR staff on (b)(6),(b)(7) OCR has determined that your allegation is 
appropriate for investigation. 

OCR is responsible for enforcing Titl e IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Titl e IX), as 
amended , 20 U.S.C . § 1681 et seq. , and its impl ementing regulation at 34 C.F.R. Part 106, which 
prohibit discrimination on the basis o f sex in programs and activities receiving financial 
assistanc e from the U.S . Departm ent of Education (the Department). The College is a recipient 
of :financial assistance from the Depa rtment. Ther efore, OCR has jurisdictional authority to 
inv estigate this complaint under Titl e IX. 

Because OCR has determin ed that it has jurisdi ction and that the complaint was filed in a timely 
manner, it is opening this allegation for invest igation. Please note that opening this allegation for 
investigation in no way impli es that OCR has made a determination with regard to its merit. 
During the investigation , OCR is a neutral fact-finder , collecting and analyzing relevant evidence 
from the complainant , the recipient , and oth er sources, as appropriate. OCR will ensure that its 
investigation is legally sufficient and is dispositiv e of the allegation , in accordance with the 
provisions of Article III of OCR 's Case Processing Manual. 

When appropriate, a complaint may be reso lved before the conclusion of an investigation after 
the recipient expresses an intere st to OCR to resolve the complaint. In such cases, OCR obtains 
a reso lution agreement signed by the rec ipient. This agreement must be aligned with the 
complaint allegation or the information obtained during the investigation , and it must be 

The Departm ent of Education's mission is to promote student achievement and preparati on f or global competitiveness by fo stering 
educational excellence and ensuring equal access. 




