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On Januar y 25, 2012, the U.S. Department of Educat ion (the Depat1mcnt), Office for 
Civil Rights (OCR) , receiv ed the above-refe renced complaint you filed aga inst Xav ier 
University (the University) , alleg ing that the Unive rsity d isc rimin ated against you on the 
basis of sex. Spec ifica lly. your comp laint alleges that the Unive rsity failed to respo nd 
appropria tely when you re orte d that you were sexua lly assau lted and then stalked by a 
male stude nt du ring the (b)( ,(b)(7)(C) cade mic yea r, did not follow throu gh wi th the 
sanctions it impose d on the male student for his conduct code vio lat ion, and did not take 
reasonable steps to prevent and elim inate sexua l ha rassment of which it was on not ice , 
thus allowing a sexually hos tile enviro nment against women to continue at the 
Un iversi ty. fn addition, you r compl aint alleges that the University, as a pra ctice, docs not 
foJlow its own written proced ures or the procedural requirements of Tit le IX in 
addr essing allegatio ns of sexua l harassme nt or sex ual assault. 

OCR is respon sible for enforc ing Titl e IX of the Educati on Amendments of 1972 , 
20 U .S.C. § 1681 et seq., and its implementing regulation , 34 C.F.R. Part I 06. Title IX 
prohibit s discrimination on the basis of sex in educat ion programs and activities operated 
by recipients of Federal financial assistance from the Depart ment. As a recipient o f such 
fin ancia l ass istance . the Unive rsity is subje ct to the requiremen ts of T itle IX. 

Becau se OC R has determined that it has juri sd ictio n and is waiving our timelin ess 
requireme nt for filing based on good cause show n, it is opening this compl aint for 
investigation. Your com plaint is being merged with two othe r complaints that raise 
simi lar allegations , and these complaints w ill be processed under the above- refe renced 
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docke t numb er. The merged compl aint alleges that the Unive rsity has failed to promptl y 
and appropriately res pond to alleged sex ual hara ssme nt. thu s allow ing a sexua lly hostile 
environment again st female student s to continue at the Unive rsity, and that the Univers ity 
docs not have T itle IX grieva nce procedure s . 

Based on the allega tions of the merged complaint, we will investigate the following 
iss ues: 

• whe ther the Univers ity fa ils to promptly and appropr iate ly respo nd to alleged 
sexua l ha rass ment , resu ltin g in stud ents, on the basis of sex, being excl uded from 
participation in, being deni ed the benefi ts of , or being su bject ed to discrimination 
in Univers ity educa tion programs o r ac tivities in vio lation of the Title [X 
imp lementin g regul ation at 34 C.F.R. § 106.3 1; and 

• whether the University has adopted and published gr ievan ce procedures providing 
for the prompt and equitable reso lu tion of student complaint s o f discrimination on 
the basis of sex as requ ired by the Ti tle IX implement ing regu latio n at 34 C.F.R. 
§ I 06 .8(b). 

P lease note that opening an allega tion for investigation in no way implies that OCR has 
made a determ ination with regard to its merit. During the invest igation , OCR is a neut ral 
fac t-find er, co llec ting and analyzi ng releva nt ev iden ce from the complainant , the 
rec ipient. and other so urces as appropriate. OC R will ensu re that its investigation is 
lega lly sufficient and is di spos itive of the allegat ions in accordance with the provisions of 
Articl e JII of OCR 's Case Processing Manual. 

OC R wo rks to invest igate com plaint s promptly and appropr iately. We will com muni cate 
wit h yo u periodi ca lly durin g our inves tigati on. When contac ting our office abo ut your 
co mp laint , plea se refe r to OCR Docke t # 15- 12-2048. lf°you have any questions , please 
con tact Mr. V incen t Cheverine, one of the atto rneys assigned to inves tigate this 
com plaint , by telephon e at (2 16) 522-2 676 or by e-mail at Vincent.Chcverine @e d.gov. 

Sincere ly, 
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Kar la K. Ussery 
Team Leader 


