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Re: OCR Compla int No. 11-16-2234 
Not ification / Data Request Lener 

Dear Dr. Rao : 

The Office for Civil Right s (OCE ) of the L.S. Department of Educat ion (the Depanment ) 
rccc ivl'd a complaint on June !, 2016 against Virginia Commonwealth University (the 
University) . The Compiainant al:eges that the Univer sity failed to promp tly and equitably 
respond to her report nf sex ual a~ ault , and , as a resul t, she was subjec ted to a sexually hostile 
enviromm:nt. 

OCR will contact the University to provid e the name of rhe Complainant. 

OCR enforces Title IX of the Edi.:cation Amendments o f 1972 (Title IX) and its implementin g 
regu lation at 34 C.F.R . Pan 106, which prohibi1 discrimination on lhe basis of sex , including 
sexual harassment, in any program or activit y receiving PedcraJ financia l assistance from the 
Department. Because the University receives Federal financial assistance from 1he Department , 
OCR has j urisdiction over it pursuan t :o Title IX 

Because OCR determined that it has jurisdiction and tha t the complaint was timely filed, OCR is 
opening the complaint for investiga tion. Please note that ope ning the complaint for investigation 
in no way implies that OCR hus made a determination on the merit s of the compla int. During 
the invc:stigation, OCR is a neu tral facr-finder , collecting and analyzi ng relevant evidence from 
the Complaina nt, the University , and other sources , as appropriate. OCR will ensure that its 
investigat ion is legally suflici en t and fully respo nds to the allegatio n in accordance with the 
provisio ns of the Case Processing Manual, available at http://v.ww.ed .gov/ocr/docs/ocrcpm.pdf . 
Our goal is 1he prompt, appropr ia:e resolution of the comp laim. Informat ion on OCR 's 
comp lain t processing procedures is available at http ://www.ed .gov/ocr /comp laims-how.h tm!. 

Tire D~p.ulmeut of Cilui:ttt,011's m1SJum is rn prcn,c:u si1ufent ,rd1ia"t"11~,11 und pri.'pnrnt1011 for globnl ,·,wrpet,tweucs.s 
lnj fa1teririg tdo01ticmal t:xcclk11et and ttisun11g equal acc~ss. 

ur,n;,.ed.gav 

Page 12 of 20 



Pase 2 - OCR Complaint No. 1 J-16-2234 

Attached is a request for data n..:ccssary to investigate this complaint OCR requests that the 
Univi:rsily submit this infonnetion within 30 calendar days of the date of this Jetter (i.e., by April 
26, 2017). We prefer that you submit information clcc1ronica1ly, if feasible. If any item in our 
request is unclear, or if you experience 2.ny diffi culty complying with this request. please contact 
us as provided belo w prior to the expiration of the JO-day period. Please be aware that OCR 
anticipates conducting an on-site investigation of the complaint. We will notify you in advance 
ofour proposed plans to visit the University. 

Please be advised that the University must not harass, coerce, intimidate, discriminate, or 
otherwise retaliate against an individual because that individual asserts a right or privilege under 
a law enforced by OCR or files a complaint, testifies, or participates in an OCR proceeding. ff 
this happens, the individual may file a retaliation complain! with OCR. 

Under the Freedom of Informat:on Act, it may be necessary to release this document and related 
correspondence and records upun request. If OCR receives such a request, we wil1 seek. to 
protect personally identifiable information that could reasonably be expected to constitute an 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy if released, to the extent provided hy law. 

We look forwarti to your cooperation during Lhc resolution of this complaint. If you have any 
questions, please contacl Samantha Shofar, the OCR attorney assigned to this complainl, at 202-
453-5929 or samantha.shofu @ed.gov. 

Sincerely, 

4V/J--e-
David Hensel 
Team. Leader 
District of Columbia Office 
Office for Civil Rights 
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Page 3 - OCR Comp laint No. 11-16-2234 

Virginia Commonwealth University 
OCR Complaint No. 11-16-2234 

Data Request 

Please provide the following dara by April 26, 2017 . The Department's reg ulation 
implementing Tit le VI of the Civi l Righ1s Ac t of 1964, at 34 C.F.R . § I00.6(c), which is 
incorpora ted by reference in 1he Title IX regulation at 34 C.F.R. § 106. 71, gives OCR the 
authori ty to request th is infom1ation .1 OCR hereby notifies the Univer sity tha t OCR will 
consider the University's response to this data reques t to be its full and comple te response 
pursuant to OCR's right of access to information under the regu lations cited above, unless the 
Universi ty notifies OCR otherwise. If the Unive rsity ob tains any additional infor:nation or 
docu ment s responsive to th is data request or other wise relevant to the allegation in 1his case, the 
Universi ty mu st promptly inform OCR of its existence and supplement the data response within 
15 days of its discovery . OCR reminds the Univ ersity that a failure to provide requested 
informa tion may be considered a denia l of acces s in violation of the regula tions cited above. 

Unless otherwise noted , p lease ~rovide the followi ng information for the 20 15-20 16, 2014-2015, 
and 2013-2014 academic years. In this data request, sexual harassmenr is defined to include 
sexu al misconduct , sexual assault , and sexua l v iolence . 

(b)(7)(A) .(b)(7)(E) 
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1'.igc 6 - OCR Complai:it No. I I - I 6-2234 
(b)(7)(A ) (b )(7)(E) 
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Page 7 - OCR Complaint No. 11-16-223-1 
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