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PRESS RELEASE

Justice Department Ends Half-Century-
Old Desegregation Cases in Florida and
Mississippi

Friday, August 8, 2025 For Immediate Release

Office of Public Affairs

The Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division announced today the dismissal of two
desegregation cases in Hendry County, Florida, and Copiah County, Mississippi, concluding
matters that have remained on the docket for more than half a century.

The cases of Hendry County, Florida and Copiah County, Mississippi were first filed in 1970,
each in connection with unlawful operations of dual school systems based on race. After
thorough review, the Civil Rights Division determined that both Counties are unitary in their
schools, eliminating the vestiges of prior de jure segregation to the extent practicable. On Aug.
5, the Court formally dismissed the case of Hendry County with prejudice. On Aug. 6, the Court
formally dismissed the case of Copiah County with prejudice.

“In this administration, we are ending prolonged court oversight that does not reflect the reality
in classrooms today,” said Assistant Attorney General Harmeet K. Dhillon of the Justice
Department's Civil Rights Division. “After fifty-five years of federal control, these local school
districts can use taxpayer dollars that were spent on monitoring for past vestiges of racism, and
can redirect those funds instead for the direct benefit of students.”

Note: Click to read the court filings for Hendry County, Florida and Copiah County, Mississippi.
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Justice Department Sues Missouri Housing Authority for Sexual
Harassment of Public Housing Applicant by Former Executive Director

The Justice Department announced today that it filed a lawsuit against Eddie Joe Hankins and

the Housing Authority of the City of Bloomfield, Missouri, for sexually harassing a female
housing...

September 30, 2025
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Justice Department Opens Investigation into Des Moines Public Schools
for Race-Based Employment Practices
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Today, the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division launched an investigation into Des Moines

Public Schools (DMPS) to determine whether it engages in employment practices that
discriminate based on race, color...

September 30, 2025
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Civil Rights Division Files the First Department of Justice Affirmative
Lawsuit in Support of Gun Owners

The Civil Rights Division today filed a lawsuit against the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s

Department due to their pattern or practice of infringing the Second Amendment rights of law-
abiding citizens...

September 30, 2025
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